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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sedgefieid  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Sixteenth 
Annual  Report,  and  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Report  which  has 
been  received  by  your  Council  during  its  lifetime  as  custodian 
of  the  health  of  the  Sedgefieid  Rural  District. 

The  year  1913,  which  is  now  under  review,  by  reason  of  its 
ill-fated  numeral  should  have  proved  to  the  superstitious  mind 
of  disastrous  portent,  but  the  contrary  is  the  case,  and  it  gives 
me  very  great  pleasure  to  again  record  the  fact  that  the  two 
principal  rates  (birth-rate  and  death-rate)  are  of  a  most 
satisfactory  nature. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Your  District  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  industrial 
Townships  of  Cornforth  and  Trimdon,  on  the  East  by  an 
agricultural  area  which  adjoins  that  of  the  Hartlepool  and 
Stockton  Rural  District  Councils,  on  the  west  by  the  large 
industrial  area  of  Ferryhill,  and  on  the  South  by  the  purely 
agricultural  district  of  Bishopton. 

The  general  character  of  the  surface  is  of  an  almost 
universal  undulating  nature,  the  hilliest  portions  lying  to  the 
North  and  West,  and  the  lowest  and-  flattest  portion  comprising 
a  large  area  of  undrained  land  which  extends  from  Ferryhill 
Station  to  Preston-le-Skerne  on  the  South-western  boundary, 
and  known  as  the  Middleham,  Bradbury  and  Morden  Carrs. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  are  many  small  streams,  but  only  one  of  any  size, 
which  is  known  as  the  River  Skerne;  this  arises  close  to 
Hurworth  Burn  on  the  North,  traverses  the  central  portion  of 
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the  District  to  its  South-western  border  at  Preston-le-Skerne, 
from  whence  it  passes  through  the  Darlington  District  to  finally 
discharge  into  the  River  Tees. 

In  no  part  of  its  course  is  this  so-called  river  large  enough 
to  be  worthy  of  such  a  dignified  title;  it  is  of  a  sluggish  nature, 
and  not  infrequently  in  very  wet  weather  it  floods  the  low-lying 
land  to  which  I  have  referred  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bradbury  and  Morden. 

During  the  year,  I  regret  to  say,  this  stream  has  been 
polluted  by  the  bye-products  of  coal-tar  distillation,  which  have 
been  discharged  into  it  near  to  Hurworth  Burn,  and  also  by 
sewage  effluent  from  the  Durham  County  Asylum  at  Fishburn  ; 
both  these  sources  of  pollution  have  been  enquired  into  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  remedy  the  same. 

The  geological  formation  of  your  District  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view  may  be  said  to  be  roughly  characterized  by  lime¬ 
stone  deposits  in  the  North  and  West,  in  the  Townships  of 
Trimdon,  Cornforth  and  Ferry  hill;  by  sand  and  gravel  in  the 
Sedgefield  or  central  part  of  your  District,  and  by  clay  in  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  parts  of  your  District,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Bishopton,  Butterwick  and  Embleton. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  your  District  continues  to  steadily 
increase,  albeit  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the 
year  is  109  against  190  for  the  year  1912.  I  estimate  the 
population  of  the  whole  of  your  District  to  be  35,068. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
amounts  to  1105,  against  1077  for  the  year  1912,  a  gratifying 
increase  of  28,  and,  significant  to  relate,  the  male  and  female 
births  were  all  but  equally  divided,  viz.,  552  and  553  respectively. 
There  were  30  illegitimate  children  born,  of  which  17  were 
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males  and  13  females,  a  decrease  of  6  upon  the  preceding  year. 
The  birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  population  works  out  at  31  -5, 
whilst  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  the  County  is  30*6. 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  returned  during  the  year  amounted 
to  461,  an  increase  of  55  upon  the  preceding  year;  male  deaths 
accounted  for  248,  and  female  deaths  for  213.  The  death-rate 
per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  is  131,  and  the  rate  for 
the  whole  of  the  County  is  returned  as  15T. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  improvement  noted  in  the  mortality  returns  under  this 
heading  for  1912  I  regret  to  state  has  not  been  maintained. 
During  the  year  under  review  no  less  than  150  deaths  were 
recorded  of  children  who  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  twelve 
months,  which  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  births  of 
1 35*7.  This  rate,  however,  is  a  little  lower  than  that  for  the 
County  which  is  137,  whereas  the  rates  for  last  year  for  your 
District  and  the  County  were  102  and  106  respectively. 

This  rise  in  the  mortality  both  in  your  District  and  the 
County  which  so  nearly  approach  one  another,  seems  to  point  to 
some  common  cause  for  the  production  of  it,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  incidence  of  Diarrhoea  during  the  warm  summer 
and  autumn  of  1913  fully  accounts  for  it;  whereas  in  1912  both 
those  seasons  were  cold  and  wet,  and  Diarrhoea,  in  so  far  as  it 
concerns  mortality  returns,  was  practically  non-existent. 

The  variety  of  causes  of  this  mortality  and  the  remedies 
suggested  for  its  prevention  are  now  so  well  known  that  it  would 
be  merely  weary  reiteration  to  enumerate  them,  but  the  adoption 
of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  for  the  whole  of  the 
county  by  the  County  Council,  and  the  consequent  appointment 
of  a  staff  of  bewitching  lady  Health  Visitors  ought  (if  talk  be 
of  any  value)  to  produce  great  results,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
possibilities  of  them  assuming  the  ancient  role  of  charmer  in 
the  cure  and  prevention  of  disease. 
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ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  to  me  during  the  year 
as  due  to  the  following  diseases:  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteric  Fever  and 
Diarrhoea,  amounted  to  53,  which  gives  a  rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  population  of  15.  The  table  below  compares  the 
number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  during  the  past  three 


years. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Measles 

26 

29 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

3 

11 

Diphtheria  ... 

12 

5 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

14 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  ... 

64 

7 

27 

THE  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  Notifiable 
Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (which 
is  dealt  with  under  a  separate  heading)  reported  to  me  reached 
a  total  of  319,  an  increase  of  98  compared  with  the  year  1912. 
Under  the  respective  headings  for  these  diseases  I  have  recorded 
my  special  observations  upon  them,  and  below  I  have  tabulated 


the  relative  frequency  of 

these 

diseases  during  the 

past 

years. 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Scarlet  Fever- 

223 

178 

266 

Diphtheria  ... 

40 

24 

27 

Enteric  Fever 

43 

7 

12 

Erysipelas  ... 

20 

9 

14 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

2 

0 

Continued  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

0 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  people  affected 
with  this  disease  during  the  year,  the  townships  involved  in  the 
epidemic  being  responsible  for  the  following  number  of  cases; — 
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Cornforth  135,  Ferryhill  119,  Trimdon  10,  Sedgefield  2.  The 
largest  number  of  cases  notified  in  any  one  month  was  37,  and 
the  smallest  number  2;  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  167  cases 
occurred,  and  in  the  latter  half  only  99  were  notified. 
Unfortunately  it  was  impossible  to  deal  with  all  the  cases  that 
were  willing  or  were  urged  to  avail  themselves  of  treatment  in 
your  Isolation  Hospital ;  the  latter  was  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  and  yet  succeeded  in  dealing  with  the  largest  number 
of  cases  ever  admitted,  viz.,  141.  The  disease  itself,  especially 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  was  of  a  very  severe  type, 
and  quite  a  number  of  bad  septic  cases  were  received  into  the 
institution;  four  of  these  unfortunately  succumbed  to  the 
disease,  and  there  were  seven  other  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 
among  the  125  who  were  not  admitted  to  the  institution. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  to  me 
during  the  year,  distributed  over  the  several  townships  as 
follows: — Ferryhill  12,  Cornforth  8,  Trimdon  4,  Sedgefield  3  ;  of 
this  number  21  were  received  into  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Out 
of  the  27  cases  notified  there  were  five  deaths ;  one  of  these 
occurred  in  the  hospital  (a  little  boy  who  was  admitted  far  too 
late  for  anti-toxin  treatment  to  be  of  any  avail),  the  other  four 
deaths  occurred  among  the  six  cases  which  were  not  admitted 
to  your  institution.  This  is  a  truly  alarming  case  mortality, 
and  I  cannot  help  but  think  that  if  parents  would  only  insist 
upon  all  so-called  bilious  attacks,  sore  throats,  and  colds, 
being  brought  to  the  notice  of  their  medical  adviser,  the  early 
diagnosis  would  result  in  the  true  disease  being  successfully 
and  properly  treated. 

MEASLES. 

The  incidence  of,  and,  consequently,  the  mortality  from  this 
disease  happily  shews  signs  of  abating ;  only  seven  deaths  were 
reported  to  me  during  the  year,  as  against  29  in  the  year  1912. 
I  wish  it  were  possible  to  see  more  evidence  of  the  public  at 
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large  appreciating  the  gravity  of  this  disease,  for  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  of  all  infectious  illnesses  Measles  is 
undoubtedly  the  most  serious  that  a  child  can  fall  a  victim  to, 
the  complications  are  so  insidious  and  treacherous,  and  their 
ill-effects  may  last  for  a  life-time.  Therefore  1  would  again  urge 
upon  all  interested  in  the  preservation  of  good  health  to 
recommend  the  earliest  possible  medical  care  and  attention  in 
these  cases. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  disease 
although  it  shews  a  slight  increase  upon  last  year’s  total  was  not 
by  any  means  prevalent,  the  cases  notified  occurred,  practically 
speaking,  in  only  three  centres,  and  there  were  in  all  twelve 
cases,  against  seven  notified  in  the  preceding  year. 

Of  these  12  cases,  9  occurred  in  Cornforth,  2  in  Ferry  hill,  and 
1  in  Sedgefield,  and  all  of  them  were  removed  to  your  Isolation 
Hospital ;  and  I  feel  more  convinced  than  ever  that  this  was  a 
most  determining  factor  in  arresting  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

I  made  personal  visits  of  inspection,  investigating  all  the 
cases  notified,  and  taking  the  Sedgefield  case  first,  I  found  it  in 
an  isolated  house  with  ideal  sanitary  surroundings  and  there 
was  an  entire  absence  of  any  possible  cause  to  account  for  it, 
either  in  the  personal  history  of  the  patient  or  connected  with 
the  dwelling.  The  case  was  removed  to  hospital  and  kept  under 
observation,  and  several  bacteriological  examinations  of  the 
blood  were  made  with  negative  result. 

With  regard  to  the  nine  cases  notified  from  Cornforth,  in 
three  instances  no  definite  sanitary  defects  were  traceable  as  a 
cause  of  the  disease ;  one  of  these  three  subsequently  gave  a 
negative  result  in  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the  blood, 
whilst  in  the  remaining  two  cases  there  was  a  very  definite 
history  of  having  consumed  shell  fish,  in  one  instance,  and  a 
strong  suspicion  of  having  done  so  in  the  other,  the  date  of 
eating  the  shell  fish  (mussels)  working  out  most  accurately  with 
the  incubation  period  and  the  declaration  of  the  disease. 


9 


The  history  of  the  remaining  six  cases  in  Cornforth  is 
characteristic  of  the  difficulty  of  diagnosing  Enteric  Fever  in  its 
early  stage  or  when  it  is  complicated  by  any  other  illness.  All 
these  cases  occurred  in  one  house,  with  three  rooms,  where  the 
mother  was  the  first  to  be  taken  ill,  her  illness,  however,  though 
not  typhoid  in  itself,  was  one  which  under  certain  conditions 
may  complicate  such  a  disease,  and  it  was  interesting  therefore 
to  discover  that  she  not  only  had  had  typhoid  fever  when  she 
was  19  years  of  age  but  that  her  blood  in  subsequent  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations,  13  years  afterwards,  repeatedly  gave  a 
positive  reaction  to  Widal’s  test.  No  sooner  had  the  mother 
recovered  from  her  indisposition  when  one  of  the  children  took 
ill,  and  later  on  still  the  father  also,  and  the  latter  was  notified 
to  me  as  suffering  from  enteric  fever.  Immediately  upon  the 
receipt  of  this,  the  first  intimation  of  the  disease,  I  visited  the 
premises,  which  consisted  of  a  three-roomed  house  of  the  back- 
to-back  variety,  with  an  insanitary  ashpit  and  without  through 
ventilation.  The  father  was  evidently  very  ill,  one  of  the  child¬ 
ren  appeared  to  be  convalescent  from  some  complaint,  and  three 
of  the  other  children  were  looking  far  from  well,  indeed  the  only 
healthy  looking  occupant  of  the  house  was  the  baby. 

I  removed  the  whole  family  to  the  Hospital  for  further 
observation,  and  from  there  submitted  specimens  of  their  blood 
for  a  bacteriological  report ;  and  in  the  cases  of  the  father, 
mother,  three  boys  and  a  girl,  the  results  were  a  positive  reaction 
for  typhoid  fever.  The  house,  I  recommended  to  be  dealt 
with  under  The  House  Town  Planning  Act  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  in 
this  family,  with  the  significant  history  given  by  the  mother^ 
point  to  the  probability  of  the  mother  herself  being  what  is 
termed  a  carrier ;  a  long  patient  investigation  of  her  case  by 
bacteriological  methods,  during  her  stay  in  hospital,  neither 
proved  nor  disproved  this  theory,  but  an  early  examination  of 
her  blood,  would,  I  think,  have  aroused  grave  suspicion  and 
most  probably  have  prevented  any  serious  spread  of  the  mischief, 
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The  two  cases  which  were  notified  from  the  Ferryhill  district 
occurred  in  houses  not  40  yards  apart,  and  the  only  defect  which 
I  was  able  to  discover  was  inefficient  scavenging  during  a  spell 
of  hot  weather. 


SMALL  POX. 

Your  District  continues  to  present  a  clean  bill  of  health  in 
this  respect. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  deaths  from  this  dangerous  and  distressing  malady 
were  returned  as  three  in  number — precisely  the  same  as  in  the 
preceding  year — and  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  was  greater  than  it  was  in  1912;  it  is,  however, 
another  of  the  infectious  illnesses  which  is  often  treated  in 
the  most  indifferent  and  Spartan-like  manner,  and  yet  requires 
the  most  scrupulous  care  and  medical  supervision. 

OTHER  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

Mumps  and  German  Measles  have  been  very  prevalent  in 
your  District  during  the  past  year,  and  numerous  cases  of  these 
diseases  have  come  under  my  notice  in  the  townships  of 
Fishburn  and  Sedgefield;  parents  should  rigidly  isolate  these 
cases,  and  keep  all  contacts  away  from  school. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

Acute  inflammatory  diseases  of  the  lungs,  other  than 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  were  responsible  for  70  deaths,  an 
increase  of  16  over  the  preceding  year,  and  the  death-rate  per 
1000  of  the  population  works  out  at  2  1,  The  same  death-rate 
was  recorded  for  your  District  in  1875  and  1899,  when  of  course 
the  population  was  considerably  less  than  it  is  now. 

TUBERCULOSIS  (Pulmonary  and  Other  Forms). 

During  the  year  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  than  the 
Pulmonary  became  compulsorily  notifiable,  and  the  total 
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number  reported  to  me  reached  54.  There  were  40  cases 
primarily  affecting  the  lungs,  and  14  involving  other  organs  of 
the  body  only;  in  all,  36  deaths  were  reported,  17  from  the  lung 
affection,  4  from  implication  of  the  brain,  and  15  from  other 
tubercular  lesions.  It  is  impossible  to  accept  this  alarming  case 
fatality  as  representing  the  true  state  of  things,  for  in  many 
instances  the  disease  was  not  reported  to  me  at  all  during  life, 
and  the  only  intimation  I  had  was  that  derived  from  perusing 
the  death  returns.  The  death-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
population  works  out  at  (148  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
that  for  the  County  is  recorded  as  ()-89.  The  death-rate  for  all 
forms  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  0-54. 

All  the  notified  cases  have  been  visited,  the  condition  of 
their  houses  and  environment  duly  noted,  and  any  defects 
rectified  as  far  as  possible.  The  same  measures  as  detailed  in 
my  last  Annual  Report  have  been  vigorously  resorted  to,  and 
yet  one  is  bound  to  utter  a  note  of  despair,  “  What  is  to  be  done 
with  the  advanced  and  incurable  cases  ?  ”  No  sanatorium  will 
receive  them,  their  homes  are  not  often  ideal  spots  wherein  the 
infection  may  be  successfully  prevented  from  spreading,  and 
they  seem  to  me  to  plead  for  some  haven  of  rest  within  easy 
call  of  their  relatives,  where  they  may  be  cared  for  in  bright, 
airy,  healthy  surroundings,  until  either  relieved  by  art  or 
released  by  death.  These  advanced  cases  are  undoubtedly  a 
menace  to  the  inmates  of  every  home  which  shelter  them  ;  it  is 
from  them  that  danger  to  the  community  may  be  looked  for,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  a  serious  and  practical  effort  should  be  made  in 
the  public  interest  to  deal  with  them.  I  therefore  so  much  regret 
that  the  County  Council  and  the  Conjoint  Committee  of  the 
Sedgefield  and  Easington  District  Council  have  been  unable  to 
come  to  terms  with  reference  to  the  use  of  the  Small  Pox 
Hospital  for  the  reception  and  care  of  advanced  cases. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  past  year  174  patients  have  been  received  into 
your  hospital,  the  largest  number  which  has  been  admitted  since 
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the  institution  has  been  opened.  The  total  is  made  up  of 
21  Diphtheria  cases,  141  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  and  12  sufferers 
from  Enteric  Fever.  During  the  height  of  the  summer  the 
hospital  wards  for  Scarlet  Fever  were  crowded  to  their  utmost 
capacity,  and  I  was  obliged  to  refuse  further  admission  on  this 
account ;  the  pressure,  however,  was  very  soon  relieved,  and 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  the  admissions  averaged  barely 
two  a  week.  The  institution  still  finds  favour  among  the 
residents  in  the  various  townships,  and  very  little  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  securing  the  consent  for  removal  of  cases  not 
efficiently  isolated  at  home.  The  severity  of  many  of  the  cases 
admitted  during  the  year  has  called  forth  a  large  amount  of 
skill,  patience  and  perseverance  from  the  nursing  staff,  especially 
from  those  in  charge  of  operation  cases,  and  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  record  my  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their 
services.  The  necessary  additions  to  the  nurses’  home,  and  the 
extra  rooms  for  observation  purposes,  are  well  on  the  way  to 
completion,  and  I  desire  to  thank  your  Council  for  their  prompt 
response  to  these  suggestions,  which  were  incorporated  in  my 
Annual  Report  of  last  year. 

VIOLENT  DEATHS  (Excluding  Suicides). 

Apart  from  the  deaths  of  two  children  who  lost  their  lives 
from  burns  caused  by  playing  with  matches,  the  28  deaths  by 
violence  are  not  above  the  average  toll  of  human  life  which  is 
exacted  year  by  year  from  all  communities,  and  especially  from 
those  concerned  in  risky  and  dangerous  occupations. 

SUICIDES. 

There  were  four  deaths  from  self-destruction  reported 
during  the  year  ;  they  were  males  aged  74,  68,  60  and  20  ;  two 
elected  to  die  by  hanging,  one  by  drowning,  and  the  oldest  from 
gun-shot  wounds. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

When  dealing  with  this  subject  in  my  last  Annual  Report, 
I  detailed  the  action  which  your  Council  had  taken  under  the 
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House  and  Town  Planning  Act,  and  I  had  hoped  this  year  to  be 
able  to  report  further  satisfactory  progress.  Under  this  Act  you 
are  enabled  to  erect  dwellings  for  the  people  who  are  turned  out 
of  insanitary  property  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders,  and  your 
Council  had  already  chosen  a  site,  and,  subject  to  the  necessary 
formalities  with  reference  to  the  borrowing  of  money  and  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  you  proposed  to  erect 
twenty  houses  as  soon  as  possible.  These  houses  at  the  date  of 
this  report  are  not  in  existence,  and  it  is  now  18  months  since  I 
first  reported  upon  this  subject  and  your  Council  took  action  in 
the  matter.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  offer  any  explanation  as  to  the 
cause  of  this  delay,  but  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  point  out  the 
serious  overcrowding  which  exists  in  your  district,  and  the 
urgency  for  the  erection  of  suitable  houses  whereby  such  a 
grave  state  of  affairs  may  be  ameliorated. 

The  much-needed  reform  for  the  abolition  of  the  old- 
fashioned  midden  privies  has  proceeded  with  much  expedition 
during  the  past  year,  for  whereas  in  1912  your  Council  created 
a  record  by  the  abolition  of  190  such  abominations,  this  year  a 
further  record  is  established  by  the  conversion  of  no  less  than 
260  ash-pit  privies  into  ash  closets. 

The  most  important  part  of  the  duty  of  your  Council,  to 
wit,  the  proper  and  efficient  scavenging  of  your  District,  has 
been  before  you  month  after  month,  and  except  for  the  township 
of  Sedgefield  it  has  been  a  constant  source  of  complaint.  A 
great  deal  of  time  has  been  spent,  and  many  difficulties  have 
been  encountered  by  your  Inspectors  in  overcoming  the 
intricacies  connected  therewith,  and  I  recommend  that  they  be 
relieved  of  such  duties,  and  that  the  work  be  handed  over  to 
the  Surveyors  department,  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  more 
properly  belongs.  1  would  also  once  again  urge  that  this  most 
responsible  work  will  never  be  effectively  done  until  it  is  entirely 
undertaken  by  your  Council. 

Your  Council  have  decided  during  the  past  year  to  put  into 
force  section  39,  sub  section  ii,  of  the  Public  Health  Amend' 
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ment  Act  of  1907,  which  deals  with  the  provision  of  water 
closets.  The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  the  carrying  out  of 
what  is  practically  a  revolution  in  this  branch  of  sanitation  in 
your  district  require  very  careful  consideration,  but  I  trust  that 
your  Council  will  use  all  your  powers  to  bring  about  this 
sanitary  reform. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  commented  upon  the  need  of 
the  making-up  of  the  streets,  which  for  years  I  have  brought 
continually  before  you ;  it  is,  therefore,  satisfactory  to  note  that 
ten  streets  have  been  made  up  in  the  township  of  Chilton,  and 
nine  in  the  township  of  Ferry  hill.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why  preference  has  been  given  to  what  are  practically  new 
townships,  to  the  neglect  of  the  older  ones  of  Corn  forth  and 
Trimdon,  where  in  my  opinion  the  greater  need  was  evident. 
I  trust,  however,  that  in  the  coming  year  greater  progress  still 
will  obtain,  and  that  the  work  will  be  more  universal  and  not 
merely  located  to  the  Ferryhill  District.  I  append  a  list  of  the 
streets  where  the  necessary  work  has  been  completed. 

Chilton  Buildings. 

1.  — Hunter  Terrace,  Front. 

2.  — Hunter  Terrace,  Back. 

3.  — Victoria  Terrace,  Part  of  Front. 

4.  — Victoria  Terrace,  Back. 

5.  — Westwood  Terrace,  Back. 

6.  — Ford  and  Raby  Terrace,  Back. 

7.  — Dene  and  Dene  wood  Terrace,  Part  of  Front. 

8.  — West  Chilton  and  Dene  Terrace,  Back. 

9.  — East  Entrance  to  Back  West  Chilton  Terrace. 

10. — West  Entrance  to  Back  West  Chilton  Terrace. 

The  Broom,  Ferryhill. 

1. - — Gladstone  Terrace  Back. 

2.  — Osborne  and  Magdalene  Place,  Back. 

3.  — Conyers  Terrace  and  Bertha  Street,  Back. 

4.  — East  Entrance  to  Magdalene  Place. 
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5.  — West  Entrance  to  Magdalene  Place. 

6.  — Bertha  Street,  Front. 

7.  — Broom  Cottages,  Front. 

8.  — Gordon  Terrace  and  Broom  Cottages,  Back. 

9.  — Entrance  to  Gordon  Terrace,  Back. 

The  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act. 

Under  this  heading  I  have  drawn  up  a  table  which  shows 
in  detail  the  work  which  your  Council  has  done  during  the  past 
year. 

1.  — The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and 

for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing, 

Town  Planning  Act,  &c.,  1909  ...  ...  ...  442 

2.  — The  number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 

was  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

3.  — The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

4.  — The  number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  15 

5.  — The  number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which 

w^ere  remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

6.  — The  number  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  was  put  into  a  fit  state 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

7. - — A  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  : — 

(a)  Defective  paving.  (c)  Bad  ventilation. 

( b )  Defective  roofs.  (d)  Insanitary  ashpits. 

(e)  General  dampness. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Act. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  I  have  made,  and 
caused  to  be  made,  frequent  inspection  of  the  various  cowsheds 
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and  dairies ;  141  notices  have  been  served  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  structural  alterations,  white  washing  and  efficient 
cleansing.  With  reference  to  the  milk  supply  I  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  a  single  case  of  infectious  disease  to  it. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  the  exception  of  Trimdon  there  has  been  no  cause  for 
complaint,  either  as  to  the  quality  or  supply  of  water;  but 
from  this  township  there  has  been  practically  nothing  else  but 
grievances,  both  as  to  the  quality  and  quantity  throughout  the 
whole  year.  At  the  close  of  1912  samples  of  water  were  taken 
for  the  purposes  of  analysis  from  the  source  of  supply,  which  is 
a  feeder  in  the  mines  at  Trimdon  Grange.  The  analysis  showed 
distinct  evidence  of  pollution  and  was  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption ;  further  samples  were  taken  from  a  similar 
source  at  Trimdon  Colliery,  and  as  these  proved  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory,  Messrs.  Walter  Scott  &  Co.  (who  supply  the  Townships  of 
Trimdon  Grange,  Trimdon  Colliery  and  Old  Trimdon,  with 
water)  ceased  to  draw  any  water  from  Trimdon  Grange  and  took 
the  whole  of  the  supply  from  Trimdon  Colliery.  After  this 
work  was  completed,  I  nevertheless  continued  to  receive 
complaints  regarding  the  condition  of  the  water,  which  led  me 
to  take  29  different  samples  at  various  times  and  places  from 
most  parts  of  the  Trimdons  between  the  31st  of  October  and 
the  8th  of  December  last.  In  December  I  reported  to  your 
Council  that  on  inspection  six  of  these  samples  shewed  the 
presence  of  foreign  matter,  and  that  on  12  different  occasions 
during  the  period  under  review  the  supply  had  failed  altogether 
at  several  places  and  for  varying  lengths  of  time.  The  worst 
experience,  however,  was  on  November  24th,  when  the  water  was 
off  for  most  of  the  day  at  Trimdon  Grange. 

The  presence  of  foreign  matter  in  the  water,  coupled  with 
an  intermittent  supply,  is  a  grave  danger  to  the  community,  for 
where  dirt  can  enter  disease  is  not  very  long  in  following.  The 
chief  source  of  trouble  would  now  appear  to  be  from  the  service 
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pipes,  many  of  which  are  very  old  and  are  being  continually 
broken.  Great  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  these  constant 
breakages,  for  should  the  germs  of  Enteric  Fever  by  any  chance 
gain  an  entrance,  then  most  certainly  a  serious  epidemic  will 
follow. 

I  recommended  that  until  the  promises  received  by  your 
Council  to  remedy  this  very  serious  state  of  affairs  were 
fulfilled,  handbills  should  be  distributed  throughout  the 
Trimdons  advising  the  inhabitants  to  boil  all  water  required  for 
drinking  purposes.  This  was  duly  carried  out,  and  a  Committee 
was  also  appointed  to  meet  the  representatives  of  Messrs. 
Walter  Scott  &  Co.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was  that  an 
agreement  was  drawn  up,  and  if  this  is  carried  out  it  should  put 
an  end  to  a  state  of  affairs  which  has  been  a  great  danger  and 
inconvenience  to  the  inhabitants,  a  source  of  much  anxiety  to 
your  officials,  and  a  constant  irritation  to  all  concerned. 

New  water  mains  have  been  laid  for  60  yards  in  Ferry  hill, 
320  yards  in  Fishburn,  and  130  yards  in  Sedgefield. 

Building  Operations. 

During  the  year  the  following  townships  have  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  various  alterations  and 
additions  to  those  already  existing. 


Ferry  hill 

New  Houses. 

15 

Alterations. 

12  ... 

Total. 

27 

Fishburn 

23 

4 

27 

Bishop  Middleham 

2 

1 

3 

Cornforth 

4 

7  ... 

11 

Chilton 

59  ... 

5 

64 

Trimdon  ... 

2 

3  ... 

5 

Sedgefield 

2  ... 

1 

3 

Great  Stainton  &  Bishopt 

on  0 

1 

1 

Preston-le-Skerne 

2  ... 

0  ... 

2 

109  34 


143 


is 


Two  chapels,  one  school,  one  co-operative  store,  and  two  picture 
halls,  have  also  been  erected. 


Sewers. 


New  Sewers. 

Fishburn  ...  350  yds. 

Ferryhill  ...  90  „ 

Chilton  ...  460  „ 

Trim  don  ...  40  „ 

Bishop  Middleham  100  „ 


Sedgefield  ...  150vds. 

Sewers  Re-constructed. 

Cornforth  ...  350  yds. 

Tri radon  ...  150  „ 


Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

No  new  works  have  been  put  down  during  the  year  under 
review,  but  several  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  the 
existing  works. 


Trimdon  and  Windlestone  Bow  Sewage  Works. 

A  new  set  of  sludge  beds  lias  been  constructed  at  the  above 
works,  and  also  at  Trimdon  extra  land  has  been  acquired  and 
other  improvements  effected. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 


Seventy-one  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  during 
the  year,  comprising  31  for  Phthisis,  21  for  Diphtheria,  19  for 
Enteric  Fever.  The  table  below  gives  the  returns  made  by  the 


bacteriologist. 


No.  of  Specimens  Bacillus 


Examined. 

Sputum  from  suspected  | 
case  of  Phthisis  j 

Diphtheria  swabs  ...  21 

Widal’s  reaction  for  | 


Enteric  Fever  j 


19 


found. 

3 

8 

Positive 

10 


Not 

found. 

28 


1  *5 
1  O 


Negative 


9 


71 


!1 


50 
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In  concluding  this  report  I  desire  to  thank  all  the  medical 
men  practising  in  your  district,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  the  Officials  of  the  Council,  for  their  unfailing 
courtesy  and  assistance  rendered  to  me  in  the  performance  of 
my  duties. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


FREDERICK  HUN  TON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SEDGEFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT. 


Record  of  Notices  served  and  Work  done. 


Number  of 


1. — Public  Health  Acts. 

Written 

Informal 

Number  of 
Formal 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Notices 

Notices 

-p.  in-  •,  (  Foul  condition  ... 

°  (  Overcrowding 

4 

2 

— 

4 

2 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  Cowsheds  ... 

...  33 

— 

33 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

— 

2 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

...  17 

— 

17 

Deposits  of  Manure  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

...  17 

— 

None  as  jet 

|  Defective  Traps 

House  Drainage  <  No  Disconnection  from 

4 

- — 

4 

Sewer  1 

— 

1 

(  Other  Faults 

...  17 

— 

17 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

...  11 

2 

11 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

— 

2 

Choked  Eaves  Gutters 

5 

— 

5 

Repairs  required  to  Cleansing  Doors 

...  50 

— 

50 

Ash  Closets  enlarged... 

...  17 

— 

17 

Inspections  of  Infectious  Disease 

...  280 

— 

— 

Number 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Meat 


(4  shoulders,  4  leg 


1 

aud  2  loin  pieces) 


Bedding  Destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  86 

„  ,,  occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Ashpit  Privies  converted  into  Ash  Closets...  ...  ...  37 

Total  number  of  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

„  „  of  Ash  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2987 

,,  „  of  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 


Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Ernest  Robinson, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
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SEDGEFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


SOUTHERN  DISTRICT. 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 

during  the  year  1918. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Informal 

Notices 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools,  Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

14 

14 

Cowsheds  ... 

•  •  • 

52 

52 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

•  •  • 

11 

11 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

•  my 

6 

6 

Waterclosets 

•  mm 

1 

1 

House  Drainage 

•  mm 

4 

4 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Totals 

89 

89 

Precautions  against  Infectious 

Disease. 

Number 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the 

year 

(for  whole  District) 

109 

Number  of  such  houses  occupied  during  the 

year 

•  •  •  m  m  m 

109 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 

•  •  • 

*•»  • • • 

27 

Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  m 

236 

Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in  District 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

349 

Jas.  Stones,  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

16th  January ,  19 If. 

To  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health , 

Sedgefield. 
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SEDGEFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


NORTH-EASTERN  DISTRICT. 

Summary  of  Work  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  Department 

during  the  year  1913 . 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Informal 

Notices 

Formal 

Notices 

Nuisances 

Abated 

Dwelling-houses  f  Structural  Defects 

138 

— 

52 

and  Schools  j  Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

8 

— 

6 

Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  Cowsheds 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

56 

— ■ 

56 

Ashpits  and  Privies  (includes  214 

notices  to 

convert  Ashpit-Privies  to  Ash-Closets) 

228 

9 

148 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

•  •  •  •  «  • 

5 

— 

5 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

30 

— 

17 

Water  Supply 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

33 

1 

34 

Pigsties 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

5 

— 

5 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

10 

— 

10 

Other  Nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

— 

10 

Totals 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

530 

10 

350 

Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  visited  ... 


Number 

2 

1 


162 

183 


General. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ... 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during  the  year 
Ashpit- Privies  converted  into  Ash-Closets  ... 

Total  number  of  W7ater-Closets  in  District... 

Do.  Ash-Closets  do. 

Do.  Ashpit-Privies  do. 


31 

31 

217 

134 

1419 

1001 


Jos.  W.  Tweddle,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sedgefield. 
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Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


PRELIMINARY  CHIEF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1913, 

AND  THEIR  COMPARISON  WITH  1912  AND  1911,  AND  THE 
AVERAGE  OF  THE  FIVE  YEARS,  1906 — 1910. 


Estimated  Population  (1913)  ...  970,070 

„  „  (1912)  ...  951,750 

„  „  (1911)  ...  933,780 


Mean  rate  for  the 

5  years 

1906-1910 

Annual  rates  per  1000 
population 

1911  1912  1918 

Birth  Rate 

•  •  • 

33*9  ... 

31*7 

31*2 

30-6 

Death  Rate 

15-8  ... 

16-4 

13-7 

15*1 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

«  •  • 

1-9  ... 

2-90 

L39 

1*85 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

births 

139  ... 

159 

106 

137 

Smallpox  ... 

•  •  • 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

o-oo 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

0*07  ... 

0-07 

o-io 

0-15 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

. . . 

0T7  ... 

0T6 

0T6 

0  19 

“  Fever  ”  (Enteric  and  Continued) 

0-14  ... 

0-17 

0-06 

0-06 

Measles 

•  •  • 

0-32  ... 

0-44 

0*52 

0*41 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•  •  • 

0-31  ... 

0*39 

0*27 

0*18 

Diarrhoea  ... 

0-92  ... 

1*65 

0-27 

0-85 

Phthisis 

0-92  ... 

0*89 

0-91 

0-89 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

•  •  • 

0*74  ... 

0-61 

0-32 

0*53 

Acute  Respiratory  Diseases 

•  •  • 

2*55  ... 

2-41 

2*18 

2*53 

Shire  Hall ,  Durham, 

February,  191Jf. 


T.  Eustace  Hill, 

County  Medical  Officer. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1913  and  previous  years 
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Isolation  Hospital — Sedgefield  Rural  District,  half-mile  from  Sedgefield  provided  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 


CAUSES  OF  AND  ACES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1913. 

Table  III  — SEDGEFIELD  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  of  “  Residents”  whether 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under 

1 

year 

1  and 
under 
2 

years 

2  and 
under 

5 

years 

5  and 
under 

15 

years 

15  and 
under 
25 

years 

25  and 
under 
45 

years 

45  and 
under 
65 

years 

65  an 
up¬ 
ward 

tll  l  Certified  .. 

All  causes  l  TT  , 

(  Uncertified 

... 

457 

149 

46 

29 

20 

22 

53 

68 

70 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

Measles 

rr 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 

... 

• «. . 

.. 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

1 

1 

5 

4 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

Q 

O 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

... 

•  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 

5 

... 

... 

3 

2 

... 

... 

Influenza  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Erysipelas... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

17 

... 

... 

... 

1 

4 

9 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

15 

1 

6 

3 

1 

3 

1 

... 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

.. 

... 

... 

1 

4  •  • 

1 

... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

21 

... 

... 

... 

6 

12 

3 

Bronchitis  ... 

.  •  . 

37 

14 

5 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

8 

9 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

.  • . 

29 

10 

12 

5 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms)  ... 

•  • . 

S 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

•  • . 

27 

19 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

»  •  V 

1 

... 

Alcoholism  ..  . 

1 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

.  •  . 

2 

•  •  • 

• »  < 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Fever 

) 

y 

) 

12 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  4 

•  >  • 

1 

3 

3 

5 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

5 

1 

444 

... 

••• 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma¬ 
tion,  including  Premature  Birth 

i 

73 

72 

... 

•  • 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

28 

2 

1 

3 

6 

7 

8 

1 

Suicides 

. . . 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

. . . 

108 

17 

7 

r* 

/ 

4 

3 

13 

21 

36 

Diseases  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

... 

36 

10 

2 

1 

1 

... 

2 

7 

13 

461 

150 

46 

29 

20 

22 

53 

69 

72 

27 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

NETT  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  ACES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  ACE, 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

Table  IV — SEDGEFIELD  DISTRICT. 
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CO 
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CM 
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Deaths 

under 

1  year 

p 

CM 

CO 

H 

CO 

co 

(  Certified  ... 

All  causes  \ 

(  Uncertified 

44 

1 

5 

•  •  • 

13 

•  • 

5 

•  •  • 

J  68 

24 

20 

24 

14 

14»  J  150 

Measles  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  «  « 

.  .  ♦ 

1 

. 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

•  •  • 

j  j  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•• 

] 

1 

o 

-J 

Diarrhoea  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

... 

3 

Enteritis  ... 

... 

... 

2 

•  • 

... 

4 

2 

4 

4 

16 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

... 

... 

... 

•  • 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Congenital  Malformations 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

30 

Atrophy,  Debility  &  Marasmus 

12 

4 

3 

4 

8 

6 

3 

1 

41 

Atelectasis 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous)  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

2 

... 

2 

1 

3 

... 

9 

Gastritis  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

3 

Bronchitis  ... 

... 

2 

... 

2 

4 

2 

4 

14 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

... 

1 

... 

3 

2 

3 

1 

10 

Other  Causes 

2 

1 

... 

... 

2 

2 

1 

2 

10 

45 

5 

13 

5 

6*8 

24 

20 

24 

14 

150 

Nett  Births  in  the  year —  Nett  Deaths  in  the  year — 

Legitimate,  535  boys  540  girls=  1075  \  n0i-  Legitimate  Infants,  149  >  , r.. 
Illegitimate,  17  ,,  13  ,,  *=  30  f  Illegitimate  ...  1  )  0 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  SEDGEFIELD. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
year  1913,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act ,  igoi,  in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces 

and  Homework, 


Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 

Written 

Premises  Inspections  Notices 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  138  ...  2 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 

Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects 

Particulars  Found  Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  1  ...  1 

Want  of  Ventilation  ...  ...  1  ...  1 

Totals  2  ...  2 


Registered  Workshops. 


Class  Number 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  60 


F.  Hunton, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  of  DEATHS  daring  the  Years  1878  to  1913  inclusive,  in  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Sedgefield. 


year 

1 

Estimated 

Population 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined 
ages 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

Phthisis 

Pulmonalis 

Deaths  from  other  Diseases 

Rate  per  1000  of  Population 

1  M 

F  1  Total 

- - 

M 

F 

j  Totai 

Unde 
1  yea 

r  1—5 
r 

5—15 

15—2 

5  25—61 

65  an 
up’rds 

Small 

Pox 

Scarlatina 

j  Diphtheria 

1  Croup 

Fevers. 

;  Cholera 

1 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

:  Diarrhcei 
|  and 
j  Dysentrj 

Rheumatic 

Fever 

Influeuzt 

ij  Total 
Zymotic 

1  Diseases 

I  Brouchitis 

1  Pleurisy 

Heart 

Diseases 

Injuries 

AJ1  other 
diseases 

Birth 

rate 

i  Death 
rate 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1000 
Births 

Zymotic 

rate 

Phthisis 

rate 

;  Bronchitis 

1  Pleurisy 
Pneumonia 
rate 

Typhus 

Enteric 

|  Continued 

Relapsing  Puerpera 

Pneumonia 

1878 

15660 

410 

. 412  1  822 

178 

177 

355 

108 

93 

16 

20 

58 

23 

28 

20 

2 

5 

8 

15 

1 

80 

23 

41 

10 

14 

187 

52-6 

22-7 

131 

51 

1-4 

2-6 

1879 

15882 

341 

! 295  636 

132 

136 

268 

84 

28 

15 

18 

43 

31 

9 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

1 

24 

23 

34 

17 

11 

159 

40-1 

16-2 

132 

1-5 

1-4 

21 

1880 

16104 

318 

247  565 

168 

145 

1313 

108 

65 

21 

23 

50 

20 

2 

5 

7 

8 

1 

14 

12 

13 

62 

28 

51 

17 

8 

147 

35-0 

19-4 

191 

3-8 

1-6 

3-1 

1881 

16326 

310 

1 357  667 

143 

159 

302 

92 

40 

18 

25 

66 

25 

•  •  • 

17 

1 

4 

4 

3 

2 

10 

12 

53 

34 

36 

15 

12 

152 

43-3 

18-7 

137 

3-2 

2-1 

22 

1 

16332 

320 

315  635 

226 

153 

379 

97 

51 

29 

50 

85 

30 

12 

4 

1 

3 

2 

13 

21 

1 

59 

29 

34 

18 

84* 

156 

38-8 

23-2 

152 

3-6 

17 

2-0 

1883 

16534 

349 

333  682 

197 

179 

376 

116 

66 

36 

27 

60 

32 

5 

7 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

16 

5 

8 

1 

| 

54 

27 

61 

23 

21 

187 

41-2 

227 

169 

3-2 

1-6 

3-8 

1  884 

16836 

360 

1 327  687 

182 

136 

318 

105 

47 

26 

15 

67 

21 

14 

1 

2 

5 

5 

3 

15 

5 

19 

1 

j  ... 

71 

31 

38 

23 

15 

140 

41-3 

18-8 

152 

4-2 

1-8 

2-3 

1885 

17038 

337 

| 336  673 

162 

158 

316 

129 

47 

18 

1  22 

39 

25 

2 

8 

1 

5 

... 

1 

7 

9 

1 

1 

... 

34 

32 

57 

17 

4 

176 

39-4 

187 

191 

1-9 

17 

3-3 

1886 

17238 

340 

j 369  709 

158 

161 

1  319 

108 

68 

20 

1  19 

42 

23 

6 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

13 

8 

3 

... 

40 

27 

56 

15 

9 

172 

46-3 

18-5 

152 

2-3 

1-5 

2-3 

1887 

17440 

342 

| 327  669 

176 

167 

343 

121 

65 

15 

20 

64 

24 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

3 

1 

1 

14 

6 

9 

... 

45 

30 

63 

25 

12 

168 

38-4 

19-6 

180 

17 

2  5 

3-6 

1888 

17642 

344 

| 357  701 

164 

141 

305 

94 

1  47 

24 

15 

60 

30 

10 

5 

4 

6 

2 

2 

1 

30 

28 

40 

17 

12 

178 

39-7 

17-3 

134 

1-5 

17 

2-2 

1889 

17844 

336 

325  661 

163 

163 

326 

102 

56 

26 

19 

54 

28 

... 

15 

12 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

7 

40 

24 

52 

15 

13 

173 

37-0 

18-0 

154 

1-3 

2-2 

2-9 

1890 

I 

18046 

348 

354  '  692 

189 

176 

365 

114 

in 

18 

12 

73 

27 

7 

4 

1 

6 

... 

1 

11 

15 

10 

4 

55 

24 

69 

18 

8 

187 

38-4 

20-2 

164 

3-0 

1*3 

3-8 

1891 

18246 

399 

372  1  771 

205 

181 

386 

128 

35 

13 

26 

75 

35 

... 

2 

... 

4 

... 

5 

... 

2 

4 

1 

5 

16 

23 

28 

105 

24 

9 

181 

42-3 

21-1 

166 

1-2 

1-5 

57 

1892 

|  18431 

382 

363  745 

206 

156 

363 

115 

69 

22 

11 

66 

31 

1 

4 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

14 

6 

7 

1 

45 

29 

65 

13 

8 

202 

40-3 

19-0 

154 

2-4 

1-0 

3-5 

1893 

1  18640 

375 

342  717 

189 

185 

374 

136 

60 

20 

24 

64 

27 

. . . 

3 

6 

... 

1 1 

5 

5 

5 

28 

1 

1 

64 

29 

46 

i  4 

12 

208 

38-3 

20-6 

189 

3  4 

1-5 

2  5 

1894 

18849 

376 

342  718 

192 

134 

326 

122 

51 

13 

16 

47 

27 

•  a. 

1 

... 

6 

2 

16 

13 

3 

4 

41 

25 

40 

24 

8 

184 

38-0 

17-0 

168 

2-1 

1-3 

2-1 

1895t 

18223 

378 

360  738 

197 

177 

374 

147 

57 

13 

20 

60 
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♦  Incorporation  of  Low  Spennymoor  with  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District,  with  an  area  of  232  acres,  and  a  population  of  1044. 


Explosion  of  “  fire  damp  ”  at  Trimdon  Grange  Colliery,  68  killed. 
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